
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE
FORTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ALABAMA

ADMINISTRATIYE ORDER 2O2O-03-I 5

On March 13,2020, the Supreme Court of Alabama entered an Order declaring a state of
emergency for the entire Judicial Branch of the State of Alabama, and suspending all in-person
proceedings in all state and local courts in Alabama including, but not limited to, proceedings in
the circuit court, district court, juvenile court, municipal court, probate court, and appellate
courts from March 16, 2020 through Apil 16,2020 subject to certain exceptions. A copy of the
Supreme Court's Order is attached hereto.

In order to avoid bringing large groups ofpeople together including individuals at higher
risk (e.g. those over sixty (60) years of age, those with underlying health conditions, those who
are pregnant) and to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-l9, all in-person proceedings
previously scheduled for the Fortieth Circuit from March 16,2020 through April 16,2020
are SUSPENDED unless said hearing meets one of the exceptions identified by the Supreme
Court's Order.

The circuit court criminal docket scheduled for Clay County on March 19,2020 is hereby
continued generally. However, any defendant that is set for said docket ald currently
incarcerated and desires to enter into a plea agreement with the State of Alabama, and said
agreement will result in the defendant's release from custody, those cases will be heard upon the
proper execution and electronic filing ofa motion to allow plea of guilty, explanation of rights,
and guidelines (if applicable) for each case. All other cases that meet the exceptions as identified
by the Supreme Court's Order may be conducted, and to the extent possible, by telephone
conference (or video conference, ifavailable) pending further Order ofthis Court.

DONE and ORDERED this 156 dav of March 2020.

Via Email Distribution
James Malone, District Judge
Carlton Teel, District Judge
Richard Dean, Probate Judge
Dianne Branch, Probate Judge
Jeffiey Wood, Circuit Clerk
Julie Poe, Circuit Clerk

PRESIDING JUDGE



IN THE SUPREME COT'RT OF ALABAI.'A
RE: COVID-19 PAIiIDEMIC EMERGENCY RESPONSE

March 13, 2020

EDMINISTRATIVE ORDER SUSPENDTNG ALL ]N-PERSON COURT
PROCEEDINGS EOR TEE NEXT TEIRTY DAYS

The President of the United States havlng cieclared a
nai--ionai emergency and the Governor cf Alabanra having dec_rat:eC
a s--,ate of er/.1ergenc7 fcr -Lhe State cf Alabama ar,id ihe
Ccronavirus Disease 2C19 ("CCVID-r9") pancemtc, the S),rprene
Court of Alabarna, pursuant tc ahe authority vesteci in i.t under:
Ar--ic1e VI, s::r -39, 14C, arC i5C, A.ia. Ccnst. lgoit hereby
decla:es a staie of energency fcr the eriLlre Juoicial Branch
,-:f the Siate cf Aiabana.

The iccal and state courts of the Sitate cf Alabama ar:e
open anci will remair ocen under aii circuns.:ances/ subjeca r,o
the pro-rrsions of this ordei.,

Under the constitutional, sta-.utory', and inherent
a:rthcri'Ly of the Supr:eme Ccurt, we adopt the iolJ.owirig
provisrons. A,1 in-person proceedings in alI state and local
courr-s in Alabama, incluciing, b,"ta nct_. :i:ntaed r,c, proceedings
in the circuit cculri-, distr:i-ct court (tnc |udrng cases on ihe
srnail ciaims docket), ;uveni 1e court/ nunicipal aourt,/ pr:obate
ccur:, and appellate cout:as. are suspendeci begtnnrng l,{onday,
March 15, 2a2C r_inr.\.,qh Thrr:sday, Apri t 1 6, 2a2A , sub j ect, t.o'.he cx ef:::its be-c,v.

Excep':ions r-o :hts suspens:cn cf in-perscn acurt paoceedirlgs
.nclude, but a.re not linited tc:

Proceedings necessary to protect constit-ut.ional rights
of criminal defendants, incl"uciing bcnd-reiated inatters
and piea agreements fcr inca:cer:ateci individ:ais.
Clvil ard crir.Linal jury triais i_hat are in p:ogress as
cf l4arch 13, 2A2.a .

Proceedings ::eiated to orotecticn from abuse.
?roceedings related to energe:.icy child custody and
proteaticn o::ders.
Departnenl cf Iiunan F.esorrces er.ergency r,ar.Lers relai,ed
r,o chj i<1 prcr,ecricn.

a



Prcceedrngs rela:ed
in;unctive reii.ef .

Pr:cceeciings reiated to
::-cCeedi:rgs rel arel : -

cr vulnerabie pe.::scns.
Proceeclings di rect i )'
lea-th eme l qencl/ .

Any em.ergent proceeding as needed i]y lavr enfcrcement
Cr-her excep--.icns as apprcved i:y --he Chief iustice '

The p:eslirng juCge cr -!ae iesignee ci the presrding luCEe
o-i eacr judictai circ..li''- i.s auihcrized --c 'j€'-ermi:re i-he Irtan:iell
rn wnich 1n-pet son cour'L pr3ceeCings for :he exceDtlcns iisLed
abo.re are t-o be conCuc'"eo. Or:her. exceptions t.c 'Lhe suspensicn
of in-person ccurt proceeciings must be approved tly the Chief
Justice. Any per:rni.r-ed in-court prcceedings shali be limi'"ed
:o aitorneys. parties, wr:nesses, se.urity of f ice::s, anc cLiier
necessary perscns, as deternined by the trlai lilCge.

judges are charoed with the respcns.lbii-it'y cf ensur lng
that core consiit-ut.icnai functions and r:igiits are prctected '
Addi'.ic:ra.Lly, court clerks are charged with ensui:ing r-hat

court iunctrons coiii-inue. Iieve::the1ess, a'l I ludges arii cour:t

---er<s ,rE L:l3c ': - i r. .r pe:sl- ' -air I j'r' -':r'-;-- as :r'u -:l
as pcssrb,e cy u',1 -rt:rig avai-ab-e --echnc'og]es, lnciucllng
eiect:crric f : i.lng, -.ete:caiere.clr.qt anC vldccccniererclng '
Any Alabana sLaae cr iccai ruie, crinira: .r c:vi:, that
inpeces a judge's or couLt cler:k's abiliiy -.o utilize availabie
l-echnciogies to limit in-perscn contact is suspended until
Aprii 16, 2C20.

This crier expressLy does not prohiblt couit proceedlngs
by telephcne, viCeo, :e:econferencing, o: cthel r.eans thai clo

noL involve in-person coniact. Tnrs crder Coes nct affect-
cou.rts' ccnside:a':ion of matter:s that can be resol'.red withcut
1n-person proceeciings.

Aay ceadirnes --ha'- a I-e sea by cl sub; ea1- tc leguLation f'y
-!^,--S ::L-r'. :',: . cf e .='- '' CXI -le Oe.ree:l Ya:':. '6, 2C' t 'rti
Aprii 16, ?,aZA, are nereby exieniec 'u. Aprli 2A, 2C2C ' This
Court cannct exteni 1iy sta:utcr)' Feralc cf Lepcse cr stalute
cf i irni tat ions oerioi.
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ro petiaions for t er,Po::arY

errLe rgency nental health orders.
erire rqency prciect.lon of elceriy

reiated :3 t:e CCVID*-9 Pu-ciic



Crcers ci protec:ion and temporar.y injunctions r-ha: would
othei:wise expire between l4arcc !6, 2a2C, and Aprii i6, 242),
a-e herecy ex-.er lei u:.r-- ;.p:: l Lh, 2L'2), unless :he --r-a.
cou.ri_ elecr-S tO enaer:n c::de:: 16 |,ue COntrary.

Thls crder is subje.t to modrfrcal-ion, revision, cr
.^-^i c-l^- ;^,, rr^ qr. L-p rFne Cc'jr-. '- =:.'1 

-.'-=e l;:ir..: :he L jne
periods stared herei:'r.

ParKer, C.J., Bo1rn,
t/,]l^;^-l]-Ty-_-u:iei_i, - J., ,-:.-]:,

3i-aw, 
^: 

se, Bryan, Stewar:, anci

I4l tne s s n',v hand and seal -L:ris cl-e 13' 1a,r cl<yulk-qaldr*-
.:Jl-a -o:dad1 v; =L r",Ci'erk, Supreme Court of A i abama


